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En v ir o n m e n t a l  Issues  o f  N a t iv e  A m e r ic a n s
ENST 594: Spring 2015
Rosalyn LaPier 
T 8 :10- 11:00 am
Office Hours: T 1:00-4:00 pm, or by appointment
Jeanette Rankin Hall 017 
243-6787
rosalyn.lapier@mso.umt.edu
Co u r s e  D e s c r ip t io n :
This course will provide an overview of environmental issues related to Native Americans, 
primarily in the Rocky Mountain West, during the 19th and 20th centuries.
P u r p o s e :
This is a graduate readings seminar in Environmental Studies. This course provides graduate 
students w ith a general introduction to  the literature o f environmental studies and Native 
peoples. We will read examples from varied methodological approaches to  environmental 
studies -  some readings are established classics and others are more contemporary work. It will 
be multi-disciplinary utilizing literature w ritten by journalists, anthropologists, historians, 
ecologists and others. This course can help graduate students develop a broad understanding 
of environmental studies.
Le a r n in g  O u t c o m e s :
By the end of the course the student will be able to;
1) Read, analyze, and synthesize course materials.
2) W rite an effective review based on common criteria o f an academic journal.
3) W rite an effective literature review indicating control of both the content and the 
literature related to environmental studies and Native peoples.
4) Articulate orally and in writing the issues related to environmental studies and Native 
communities.
Co u r s e  R e q u ir e m e n t s :
1) General: Faithful attendance, careful completion of weekly readings before class meets, 
interactive and respectful participation in discussion. Class is a place for collective learning, and 
collective learning requires both active listening and thoughtful speaking.
2) Co-facilitation: Most weeks, one (or more) o f you w ill serve as co-facilitator fo r class 
discussion. In the week that you co-facilitate, you'll also read and report on one of the 
supplemental texts assigned. Your report should last no more than 10 minutes, and it should 
serve as both an introduction to the book you've read and as a discussion-launcher for the 
reading assigned to the whole class. So, you'll need to make connections between the reading 
you've done on your own and the assigned weekly reading.
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3) W ritten work: You will w rite two kinds o f papers for this class. First, you will w rite  a 2-3 page 
(500-750 word) book review of one of the books assigned to the class as a whole (of the style 
you might find in American Historical Review, Journal of American History, Western Historical 
Quarterly, or Pacific Historical Review). These papers should be double-spaced, w ith standard 
one-inch margins. It should have no grammatical or typographical errors or misspellings. When 
in doubt, please consult: Kate L. Turabian's A Manual fo r  Writers, 8th edition. University of 
Chicago Press.
Your second paper will be a 13-15 page (3250 to 3750 word) historiographical review essay that 
situates an issue or controversy of recent and current concern to environmental studies in 
relation to scholarship that has been addressed in class.
Sc h e d u l e :
Week 1
January 27: Introduction & Selection of Readings
Week 2
February 3: Prehistory
Common Review: Mann. 1491
Week 3
February 10: Prehistory
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 4 
February 1 7 :Land
Common Review: Lewis. Neither Wolf Nor Dog
Week 5
February 2 4 :Land
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 6
March 3: Land
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 7 
March 10: Water
Common: Van Develder. Coyote Warrior.
Week 8
March 17: Water
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Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 9
March 24: Water
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 10 
March 31: Spring Break
Week 11 
April 7: Natural Resources
Common Review: Pasternak. Yellow Dirt.
Week 12
April 14: Natural Resources
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Review Essay topic abstract and list of sources due Tuesday, April 14.
Week 13
April 21: Natural Resources
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 14 
April 28: Ancient Values
Common Review: Fikret. Sacred Ecology
Week 15
May 5: Ancient Values
Reviews: Individual Reviews by Students
Week 16
REVIEW ESSAY DUE Tuesday May 12th
G r a d in g :
Book Reviews (common): 25 (5 @ 5 points)
Book Reviews (individual): 25 (5 @ 5 points)
Co-facilitation, Book presentations and class participation: 25 
Literature Review: 25
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G r a d in g : Final Grade based on a percentage o f Total Points (100).
The work you submit for grading must be your own original work, w ritten by you specifically for 
this course and individual assignments. Any acts of plagiarism or academic dishonesty w ill result 
in automatic failure of the course, and may result in further academic punishment.
A s s ig n m e n t s :
Class participation. Attend each class and participate in group discussion.
Common Book Reviews and Discussion: Read five (5) books in common. Following the 
guidelines of Environmental History, w rite  individual book reviews of each book. Please go to 
the website (http ://environm entalh istory.net/subm it/) and read the rules for submitting a book 
review. Follow the same rules — with one exception -- from week to week word length will vary. 
Book reviews are due at the beginning of class.
Each student w ill also lead class discussion of one common book.
Individual Book Reviews and Presentation: Read five (5) additional books from the syllabus and 
present book to the class, w rite a book review fo r each (see above). Book reviews are due at 
the beginning of class. Plus make one (1) copy fo r each person in class, pass out at the 
beginning o f class. Presentations w ill be graded on content, organization, preparation, and 
delivery. You must make the presentation on the day assigned or you will receive a 0 for the 
assignment.
Literature Review: Select what you think is a significant issue in Indian country related to 
environmental issues. W rite a literature review on the topic showing a mastery of the literature 
relating to the topic you choose.
Late Assignments: No late assignments.
A t t e n d a n c e
"Students are expected to attend all class meetings and complete all assignments fo r courses in 
which they are enrolled." http://www.um t.edu/catalog/acad/acadpolicy.
St u d e n t  C o n d u c t  Co d e
"Being a student at UM presupposes a commitment to the principles and policies embodied in 
the Code." http ://life .um t.edu/vpsa/student conduct.php.
D is a b il it y  St u d e n t  Ser vic es
Appropriate accommodations will be made by the University pursuant to the policies of the 
Disability Student Services, http ://life .um t.edu/dss.
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A c a d e m ic  H o n e s t y
"All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic
penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the university. All students
need to be familiar w ith the Student Conduct Code. The code is available fo r review online at
http ://life .um t.edu/vpsa/student conduct.php."
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Books, 2003.
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Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994.
Angie Debo. And Still the Waters Run: The Betrayal o f the Five Civilized Tribes. Princeton: 
Princeton University, 1940.
Blue Clark. Lone W olfv. Hitchcock: Treaty Rights and Indian Law at the End o f the Nineteenth 
Century. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999.
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Management. Boulder: University of Colorado Press, 2001.
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New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2004..
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Daniel McCool. Command o f the Waters: Iron Triangles, Federal Water Development and Indian 
Water. Tuscon: University o f Arizona Press, 1987.
Daniel McCool. Native Waters: Contemporary Indian Water Settlements and the Second Treaty 
Era. University of Arizona Press, 2006.
Michael Lawson. Dammed Indians Revisited: The Continuing History o f the Pick-Sloan Plan and 
the Missouri River Sioux. South Dakota State Historical Society Press, 2009.
Kenichi Matsui. Native Peoples and Water Rights: Irrigation, Dams and Law in Western Canada.
McGill-Queen's University Press, 2009.
Jack Glenn. Once Upon an Oldman: Special Interest Politics and the Oldman River Dam.
Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1999.
John Shurts. Indian Reserved Water Rights: The Winters Doctrine in Its Social and Legal Context.
University of Oklahoma Press, 2000.
Roberta Ulrich. Empty Nets: Indians, Dams, and the Columbia River. (2nd ed.) Oregon State 
University Press, 2007.
Christopher Armstrong and H. V. Nelles. Wilderness and Waterpower: How Banff National Park 
Became a Hydroelectric Storage Reservoir. University of Calgary, 2013.
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New York: Free Press, 2010.
Marjane Ambler. Breaking the Iron Bonds: Indian Control o f Energy Development. University 
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For The Earth. New Society Publishers, 1994.
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University of Oklahoma Press, 2008.
Michael Klare. The Race fo r  What's Left: The Global Scramble fo r  the World's Last Resources. 
Picador, 2012.
James M. Grijalva. Closing the Circle: Environmental Justice in Indian Country. Carolina 
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Dan O'Neil. The Firecracker Boys: H-Bombs, Inupiat Eskimos, and the Roots o f the Environmental 
Movement. Basic Books, 2007.
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Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2013.
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